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Professionalism and Safety Conduct for Nursing Students
The nursing profession requires that practising nurses observe the highest levels of professionalism and adherence to the safety code of conduct. This is an important part of the profession as it ensures that nurses carry out their duties in the correct manner and that the safety of both the nurses and the patients is guaranteed. New graduates are, therefore, expected to display behaviours of professionalism as soon as they get into the working environment. It is therefore important to develop a professionalism and safety code of conduct that will be critical in guiding them. They can always refer to this and ensure that they fulfil their duties while observing the safety and professional standards. The paper will, therefore, analyze the professional and safety code of conduct development process and the code of conduct implementation in relation to the nursing profession.
Code of Conduct Development Process
The code of conduct development process is an important process as it spells out the requirements that are expected of nurses. In order to carry out this, a task force was formed with the support of the associate dean of the undergraduate program. “Over the course of a semester, the task force deliberated what was needed.” (Charania, Ferguson, Bay, Freeland, Bradshaw & Harden, 2017 p.461). This did not include the students due to the sensitive information that was to be discussed. The deliberations resulted in literature reviews and the analysis of the professional and safety programs currently in place. The task force was thus able to relate the behavioural descriptors and the core indicators to the working program. This resulted in the concepts of professionalism and safety being joined together. In the end, the task force was able to agree on six core indicators that include communication, self-awareness, self-care, responsible learning, professional image and accountability (Charania, Ferguson, Bay, Freeland, Bradshaw & Harden, 2017). They further developed a code of conduct policy to be used in hospitals.
Code of Conduct Implementation
To have a better implementation of the code of conduct, the input of students was sought from the representatives of the student nurse association and the university student government group. The students agreed that the indicators of professionalism and safety behaviours were rather ambiguous. To stress the importance of the professional and safety code of conduct, it was agreed that there be a review of the code of conduct at the beginning of each semester (Charania, Ferguson, Bay, Freeland, Bradshaw & Harden, 2017 p.462). This would be critical in reminding the students of the need to learn and observe the code of conduct. This was also to be included in the grading rubric for students to take it seriously. The university general counsel was also consulted and the feasibility of implementation agreed upon. All the incoming students and the continuing ones were to be oriented to the professionalism and safety code of conduct. This was also to be included in all the health systems orientation conducted prior to the first day in the clinical setting.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Professionalism and safety code of conduct is critical for the effective and efficient undertaking of duties. Therefore it is important for nursing students to be imparted with this knowledge for them to carry out their work effectively. The code of conduct development process and implementation needs to incorporate all the relevant stakeholders for it work correctly. This ensures that everyone is in agreement with the proposals and this makes the implementation process easy. This also contributes to better health care and safety of patients.
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